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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1, 3, and 5-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by (USPN 
5,710,954 to Inoue). 

In regards to claim 1 Inoue discloses an electronic still camera, comprising: 

an image capturing element which captures an image of a photographic subject via a 
photographic lens, and which outputs the image of the photographic subject which has been 
captures as image data (e.g., column 20, lines 32-45; Fig. 17; column 22, lines 23-25); 

a display device which displays an photographic subject image which has been converted 
into image data (e.g., LCD monitor 112; Fig. 17); 

a display control circuit which, during photography, causes at least two photographic 
subject images based respectively upon said two sets of image data to be displayed upon said 
display device in different regions thereof (e.g., column 22, lines 40-53; Fig. 19); 

storage device which stores at least two sets of image data having different image capture 
timings (e.g., there is inherently a storage device through elements 124 and 1 12 for the two sets 
of image data that are captured at different timings to be synthesized and displayed together as 
illustrated in Fig. 19). 

In regards to claim 3 see column 22, lines 40-53 and Fig. 19. 
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In regards to claim 5 Inoue discloses an electronic still camera according to claim 1 , 
further comprising: 

a selection device which selects a recording mode, which upon shutter release actuation, 
a photographic subject image is captured and image data is recorded (e.g., column 22, lines 40- 
53), and a replay mode in which image data which has been recorded in recording mode is 
displayed upon said display device (e.g., column 22, lines 23-25; column 21, lines 60-62), 
wherein 

if the recording mode is selected by said selection device, said display control circuit 
displays said at least two photographic subject images based respectively upon said two sets of 
image data upon said display device in different regions thereof (e.g., Fig. 19; column 22, lines 
40-53). 

In regards to claim 6 Inoue discloses an electronic still camera according to claim 5, 
further comprising: 

a recording medium, separate from said storage device, upon which image data is 
recorded (e.g., image memory 111; Fig. 17), wherein 

said recording medium records image data during the recording mode, and reads out 
image data which has been recorded during the replay mode (e.g., column 21, lines 60-62; 
column 22, lines 40-53). 

In regards to claim 7 see LCD element 1 12 of Fig. 17. 

In regards to claim 8 Inoue discloses an electronic still camera, comprising: 
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an image capturing element which captures an image of a photographic subject via a 
photographic lens, and which outputs the image of the photographic subject which has been 
captures as image data (e.g., column 20, lines 32-45; Fig. 17; column 22, lines 23-25); 

a display device which displays an photographic subject image which has been converted 
into image data (e.g., LCD monitor 1 12; Fig. 17); 

a display control circuit which, during photography, provides a display upon said display 
device which is changeable over between a multi image display in which at least two 
photographic subject images based respectively upon said two sets of image data are displayed, 
and a single image display in which one or the other of said at least two photographic subject 
images based respectively upon said two sets of image data is displayed (e.g., column 22, lines 
40-53); 

storage device which stores at least two sets of image data having different image capture 
timings (e.g., there is inherently a storage device through elements 124 and 1 12 for the two sets 
of image data that are captured at different timings to be synthesized and displayed together as 
illustrated in Fig. 19). 

In regards to claim 9 Inoue discloses an electronic still camera according to claim 8, 
further comprising: 

a selection device which selects either the multi image display or the single image display 
(e.g., column 22, lines 40-53). 

In regards to claim 10 Inoue discloses an electronic still camera according to claim 9, 
further comprising: 
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a time measurement circuit which times a time period during which the multi image 
display is performed, wherein 

in a case that the multi image display is selected by said selection device, said display 
control circuit stops the multi image display and changes over to the single image display, when 
a predetermined time period after the multi image display has been selected has been timed by 
said time measurement circuit (e.g., column 22, lines 40-53). 

In regards to claim 1 1 Inoue discloses an electronic still camera according to claim 9, 
further comprising: 

a decision circuit which decides whether or not at least half press shutter release actuation 
has been performed (e.g., the decision circuit is inherent to the disclosure of column 22, lines 40- 
53 wherein the 1 st release signal is a half press shutter release), wherein 

in a case that the multi image display is selected by said selection device, said display 
control circuit stops the multi image display and changes over to the single image display, when 
it has been decided by said decision circuit that half press shutter release actuation has been 
performed (e.g., column 22, lines 40-53). 

In regards to claims 12-15 see Examiner's notes on the rejections above. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 
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The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1, 148 USPQ 459 
(1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining obviousness under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating obviousness 
or nonobviousness. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of the 
claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various 
claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein were made absent any 
evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1.56 to point out 
the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was not commonly owned at the time a later 
invention was made in order for the examiner to consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) 
and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

Claims 2 and 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over (USPN 
5,710,954 to Inoue). 

In regards to claim 2 Inoue discloses an electronic still camera according to claim 1 , 
further comprising: 

an image size compression circuit which compresses an image size of image data for 
displaying a photographic subject image upon said display device (e.g., signal synthesizing unit 
124; column 22, lines 16-19), wherein 

said image size compression circuit compresses image sizes of said two sets of image 
data into two different sizes (e.g., Fig. 19). 
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Inoue does not explicitly disclose nor preclude that the image size compression circuit 
compresses the images into two different sizes while maintaining aspect ratios of the image sizes 
of said two sets of image data constant. 

Examiner notes that it is extremely well known in the art to maintain the aspect ratio of 
images when changing the size of the image so as to prevent distorting the image. Official 
Notice is taken. Therefore it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the 
invention to have maintained the aspect ratio of the images when compressing them into two 
different sizes so as to prevent distorting the image. 

In regards to claim 4 see Fig. 19. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Brian C. Genco who can be reached by phone at 571-272-7364 or 
by fax at 571-273-7364. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday 8:30am 
to 4:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Groody can be reached at 571-272-7950. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the customer service office whose telephone number is 571-272-2600. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
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may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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